Infection—Microbiology and Management, 3rd edn B. Bannister, S. Gillespie and J. Jones, Blackwell Publishing, ISBN 13:978-1-4051-2665-6, Cost €62.00 (approx.) by Humphreys, H.
BOOK REVIEW 10.1111/j.1469-0691.2007.01785.x
Infection—Microbiology and Management,
3rd edn
B. Bannister, S. Gillespie and J. Jones
Blackwell Publishing
ISBN 13:978-1-4051-2665-6
Cost €62.00 (approx.)
Clin Microbiol Infect 2007; 13: 1038
This book has an ambitious remit, i.e., to cover the
diagnosis and management of a broad range of
clinical microbiology and infectious diseases. In
the preface, the authors indicate that their objec-
tive is to produce a textbook for use in the clinical
setting, and one that may be most useful for
senior medical and pharmacy students, and for
doctors preparing for examinations and assess-
ments. In addition, they hope it will also be of use
to those undertaking specialist training in clinical
microbiology. Finally, they believe it would be of
interest to those involved in infection control and
public health.
The book is divided into ﬁve parts: basic
background information (e.g., pathogenesis); sys-
temic infectious diseases; genital and related
infections; infections affecting more than one
system; and ﬁnally, infections occurring in special
hosts (e.g., infections in the immunocompromised
patient). The second part, dealing with systemic
infectious diseases, is by far the largest section, as
it deals with the most common and frequently
encountered infections, i.e., those of the respirat-
ory system, central nervous system, etc.
The text is attractively laid out, with a combi-
nation of clever and helpful schematic ﬁgures, and
both laboratory and clinical illustrations. For
example, in the relevant sections, there are some
very good photographs of various skin manifes-
tations of infection, with the section on children’s
infections being particularly strong. Interesting
and thought-provoking chapters include those
on post-infectious disorders, infections in the
immunocompromised patient, and emerging and
re-emerging infections. The chapter on laboratory
techniques and diagnosis is a good review of these
topics, although the trainee microbiologist will
need to access more in-depth coverage of some
areas. However, the section on antimicrobial
chemotherapy is perhaps not comprehensive,
given the extensive range of agents now available,
but readers are probably best referred to more
deﬁnitive texts on anti-infective agents.
Inevitably, in a textbook covering such a broad
area, there are a few shortcomings. Cases or
patient scenarios, with questions and answers, are
used at the end of some chapters, which neatly
illustrate some key principles of diagnosis and
treatment, but this is not really a ‘problem-solving
text’, as claimed in the preface. The chapter on
bone and joint infections is somewhat confused,
with misleading headings, and there is a need for
arrows in many of the X-rays. The section on
hospital infections fails to emphasise the import-
ance of standard precautions, and the chapter on
the control of infection in the community is
almost exclusively UK-based in its approach.
Notwithstanding these caveats, this is an
impressive text, given its range, its topicality
and the way in which the material is presented.
Although, sadly, it is unlikely to become a
standard textbook for undergraduate students,
given the manner in which microbiology and
infection have been diluted in many courses, it
will be attractive to many postgraduates and
those groups that the authors seek to reach.
However, for some of these groups, e.g., public
health nurses, access to other sources will be
necessary for an understanding of more special-
ised areas, while some parts of this book may be
too detailed. Nevertheless, at such a competitive
price, it is likely to be purchased by many
individuals and will represent very good value.
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